Master of Science in Employment Law Individual Research Project (MEML 3020)

SYLLABUS

Welcome to your Individual Research Project experience – the final educational 

experience required as part of your M.S.Emp.L. program.
The IRP course is divided into two parts, part 1 and part 2. Each part will require specific deadlines. Students must receive a passing grade for part 1 in order to move on to part 2. See descriptions of part 1 and part 2 below. 

Part 1

Individual Research Project Seminar #3020 Part 1
In this course, students will have the opportunity to merge their studies with their duties in the employment setting. Each student will work with faculty to apply the theory and law gained in one or more courses to a problem he or she perceives either in the workplace or in the industry in general. Successful completion requires timely completion of the IRP topic outline (of at least 5 pages) plus timely submission to each discussion board assignment and participation in scheduled live classroom discussions.   Grade for part 1 is pass/fail. If a student should receive a grade of fail they must re-take part 1 before moving onto part 2. Prerequisite: All course work must be successfully completed. 

Part 2

Individual Research Project Seminar #3020 Part 2
In this course, students will have the opportunity to merge their studies with their duties in the employment setting. Each student will work with faculty to apply the theory and law gained in one or more courses to a problem he or she perceives either in the workplace or in the industry in general. Successful completion requires compliance with rigorous academic research standards, submission of the IRP rough draft, production of the final IRP written product, and an oral presentation of the project to persons in the industry and faculty. Prerequisite: All course work must be successfully completed and IRP part 1 must be completed with a passing grade.   

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION AND SYLLABUS: 

In this course you will have the opportunity to merge your studies with your  professional lives. Each student will work individually with a faculty adviser to apply the theory and law gained in one or more courses to a problem he or she perceives either in the workplace or in the industry in general. Students will select a topic for study and research ultimately producing a written scholarly paper which will be graded by the student’s Individual Faculty Adviser. The final grade will be submitted to Student Services after the Residential Institute has concluded. 

Successful course completion requires compliance with rigorous academic research standards, production of a final written paper and an oral presentation by the student on the paper topic. The presentation will be made to persons in the industry and faculty members at the Residential Institute prior to graduation. The production of a student paper and the oral presentation are mandatory course requirements for graduation. 

II. COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: 

Your two-credit Individual Research Project is the capstone to your M.S.Emp.L. education. NSU intends that, through this project, you will: 

–work in a practical setting with the legal information you have gained 

through your coursework, and 

– either produce a research paper about a practical problem you see arising from or relating to the law or propose a program or project of your own design that would address a legally-related issue at your place of employment. 

WARNING: It is very important, however, that you keep the following in mind: The project must not result in rendering legal advice for either you or your employer. In researching and completing this project, students are writing about the law or working with law but cannot practice law. As you know, your M.S.Emp.L. degree will not equip you to practice law or to take the Bar examination. 

III. COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

A. The Project Experience & Course Meeting Times 

Your experience in this course actually began at the most recent on-campus Institute for the Study of Employment Law. During that Institute, a group of faculty advisers gathered with you and your classmates. You were responsible at this gathering for explaining, to the adviser, group, and to your classmates, your rough idea or ideas for an Individual Research Project. Since then, you should have been refining your ideas, conducting further research. Your assigned Individual Research Project Adviser, along with the Program Director as general overseer, will monitor your progress until you complete your project. 

This WebCT site serves as a location within which you will be able to communicate with your Individual Research Project Adviser or with your fellow students via email. It also provides chat room space so that you and your adviser may communicate about your project through real-time chats should you decide to do so. It sets forth the rules and checklist that guide your work on your project. Finally, it contains a discussion board so that you may commiserate with your fellow M.S.Emp.L. students as you all work on your Individual Research Projects. 

While there will be no substantive problem or assignment postings on the discussion board, you and your classmates can use it to exchange ideas and to continue to socialize as you have through discussion boards in your online coursework up until this time. The M.S.Emp.L. Program Director or staff may use the discussion board in this course from time to time to post announcements. (For example, it may be necessary once in a 

while to post reminders about the timelines applicable to completion of Individual 

Research Project.) 

The professor will schedule a series of live chats to discuss administrative and academic 

questions related to your Individual Research Projects. The professor will post the meeting times to the Discussion Board and will post the chat transcripts to the Discussion Board as well. Attendance for the chat sessions is not mandatory. Check the Discussion Board during the first week of your IRP semester for the date and time of our first chat session. 

B. Research Topic and Presentation:

You now have selected a research topic for your individual research project. You may have encountered this topic in your personal or professional lives or it may be a completely new subject you wished to study. You are permitted and encouraged to work with professionals in the field, other students and faculty in developing your research topic. However, the individual research and writing efforts to produce the final paper are the sole responsibility of each individual student. The final grade issued in the course will be based solely on your individual paper submission due at the end of the course. While the oral presentation at the Residential Institute is not graded, it is a mandatory component that must be fulfilled in order to receive credit for the course. 

References: There are a variety of texts and web-based resources to assist you with the basic elements of scholarly writing. A review of this material is strongly recommended as it will aid you in the selection of your topic, organization of the paper, and presentation your thesis. An example of such material can be found at: Writing a Student Article by Eugene Volokh, 48 J. Legal Educ. 247; and http://volokh.com/writing/partiexcerpt.htm 
C. Methodology: 

Given the diverse professional backgrounds and varying academic interests of 

M.S.Emp.L. students, the research project offers students the opportunity to explore their subject in practical and theoretical terms. This flexible design facilitates creativity in responding to recognized shortcomings in the employment/human resources system and also permits students to concentrate on more traditional research approaches as well. You may decide to prepare a comprehensive work manual relevant to your professional career, prepare an opinion paper advocating specific changes in the employment/human resources system or concentrate on more traditional forms of scholarly writing. You should discuss your research and paper format at length with your Individual Research Project Adviser. It is important for you to maintain regular contact with your Individual Faculty Adviser as you work towards completion of both their research and final paper. 

One important limitation on research methodology is that any student who plans to conduct surveys or otherwise conduct research with human subjects must have submitted their research design at the Residential Institute one year prior to graduation. 

Because the M.S.Emp.L. Program is implemented by and through Nova Southeastern 

University, we are governed by rules and regulations promulgated by the University as 

they relate to research with human subjects. Therefore any student wishing to study 

human subjects as part of their research design must have written permission of the M.S.Emp.L. Program Director in addition to approval from the NSU Institutional Review Board (IRB). The written application and the application process are long and time consuming which is why IRB issues must be addressed in advance of your Individual Research Project. 

D. Paper Length 

Each student must produce a final written paper which shall be submitted to the 

Student’s Individual Research Project Adviser for grading. The final product shall be type-written in 12-point font and shall be double spaced. For students submitting their paper with endnotes, the text of the document shall be no less than 20 pages in length, not including the endnotes. For those students that submit their IRP with footnotes, the total document shall be a minimum of 25 pages in length. 

E. IRP Time-line and Submission Deadlines 

(1) Second Residential Institute – Initial presentation and discussion of ideas for projects, as outlined above. 

(2) July - December – Complete courses onlined for M.S.Emp.L. degree. Continue, outside of courses, to think about and revise plans for project. Begin research for project 

if appropriate. 

(3) January – Begin work in earnest on the Individual Research Project. Students 

should begin drafting paper in consultation with your Individual Research Project. 

(4) February - Paper outline due; adviser to review. On or before February 1st 

of the calendar year, each student shall produce a 5 page outline for their Individual 

Research Project. The outline shall be forwarded to the student’s Individual Project 

Adviser and a copy shall be forwarded to the M.S.Emp.L. Program Director. The outline shall reflect the issues to be addressed in the paper, the means to research those issues and planned presentation of those issues in the final paper. 

(5) April - First rough draft of paper due. On or before April 1st of the calendar 

year, each student shall produce a rough draft of their Individual Research paper. 

The draft shall be forwarded to the student’s Individual Research Project Adviser and a 

copy shall be forwarded to the M.S.Emp.L.  Program Director. 

(4) June – Project must be completed and submitted. On or before June 20th of 

the calendar year, each student shall produce the final draft of their Individual 

Research Paper. The original shall be forwarded to the student’s Individual Project 

adviser with a copy forwarded to the M.S.Emp.L. Program Director. 

(5) Third Residential Institute – Oral presentation of your completed project to your peers and a group of faculty advisers. 

Each Individual Research Project Adviser will maintain a checklist tracking each student’s progress throughout the Individual Research Project research and completion process, a sample of which is reproduced at the end of this syllabus. Your adviser will communicate with you on at least three occasions during the course of your IRP. It is your responsibility to initiate and maintain contact with your adviser. 

Deadlines and Time Extensions 

Students requesting an extension of time to meet any of the stated deadlines must do so in writing and must obtain the written permission of both their Individual Project Director and the M.S.Emp.L.  Program Director. All requests for extensions of time must be filed in a timely manner and shall only be granted in dire emergencies. 

Any student failing to meet the stated deadlines without having been granted an extension of time shall have their final grade reduced by one full letter grade for each deadline missed. Any student failing to produce a final paper will not be permitted to graduate. 

F. Grading 

The final letter grade awarded in the course is based upon your Individual Research Project. Your Individual Research Project Adviser shall assign the final grade you receive. Grades can range from A to F, as with all other M.S.Emp.L. courses. 

Sample Individual Research Project Schedule 

(to be completed for each student) 

Student 

Title of Individual Research Project 

Individual Research Project Adviser 

Date of adviser’s initial meeting, email exchange or phone call with student regarding broad outlines of idea. (Note: This may have taken place at the Institute.) 

Date of second meeting, email exchange or phone call with student regarding outline 

Date of receipt of rough draft from student 

Date rough draft returned, with comments, to student 

Date of third meeting, email exchange or phone call with student discussing comments on rough draft 

Date of submission of final project 

Date Individual Research Project Adviser submits grade for student 

